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Letter from a Former 
Editor
By Nils S. Nokkentved
TWIN FALLS. ID - Thejob of en­
vironment and energy reporter for a smalt, 
south-central Idaho daily newspaper was 
the last thing I expected after I graduated 
from Huxley College and Western. But it is 
all I had hoped for.
At this outpost of civilization on 
the south side of the Snake River. I have 
come to the realization of a dream. Here 
the Issues are not academic but the very 
real everyday struggles of communities 
dependentfortheirsurvivaion agriculture 
nurtured in the desert by life-giving irriga­
tion water. Precipitation here is eight to 10 
inches a year.
Underlying ail other issues is water, 
the lifeblood of the Magic Valley, as this 
eight-county area Is known locally. Threat­
ening that water Is contamination from 
many sources. These Include radioactive 
waste from the less-than-careless stor­
age at the Idaho National Engineering 
Laboratory. The laboratory sits atop the 
Snake River Plain Aquifer, which In turn 
supplies drinking water to 200,000 Idaho­
ans. A multitude of chemical pesticides, 
herbicides and fertilizers upon which nrxxJem 
agribusiness depends are dissolved in the 
endless stream of irrigation water that 
seeps into the water table.
The aquifer enters the Snake River 
at a place called Thousand Springs, about 
30 miles west of Twin Falls. Quite literally, 
water emerges from the north canyon wall 
in a thousand places. Few are visible 
today, however, since most have been 
harnessed for hydro-power. In fact, little 
remains of the Snake River as it once was. 
The much touted "Niagara of the West" ~ 
212-foot Shoshone Falls - Is barely a 
trickle In summer months. Most of the 
water Is poured out over the desert in a 
vast array of irrigation canals. The rest has 
been harnessed for hydro-power. As 
overflow and waste water from Irrigated 
fields return over the canyon wall Into the 
river, it drives small hydro-turbines. Even 
the sewage from the city of Twin Falls has 
been proposed as a source for hydro- 
power.
An agricultural paradise of sorts 
has been wrested from the desert here. 
But not without a cost. To continue life 
here in this precarious balance, Idahoans 
are pressed against the unforgiving limits 
of the environment's ability to withstand 
abuse. They must pay attention or perish.
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Interlacing all the various issues 
are politics and power. Whoever controls 
the watercontrols all life here. Water rights 
at the Milner Dam, afew miles east of Twin 
Falls, for example, take all the water in the 
Snake at that point. The minimum flow 
during the irrigation season is 0 cubic feet 
per second. The fish must fend for them­
selves.
The entire Snake River Basin from 
Swan Falls Dam near Boise to the Wyo­
ming border is the subject of the largest 
water rights adjudication in this country, if 
not the world. Every water user must file a 
claim on his or her water right. These 
claims will be acknowledged by an Idaho 
court so the state has some idea of how 
much water it has. Crucial water rights 
issues have become ail the more crucial 
during these years of drought.
The job of reporting on these 
issues is often difficult, demanding and 
frustrating, but also exciting and never 
boring. The environment and energy beat 
is by far the biggest, most varied and most 
interesting beat on this paper. With it fol­
lows a sense of mission, a sense that the 
information is vital. The job takes me out of 
the office a lot: to the site where Tacoma 
City Light wants to put yet another dam on 
the Snake River, to a spot in the South 
Hills where lodgepole pine is recovering 
from a 20-year-old burn, to the spot on the 
Snake where the Desert Lands Act meets 
historic preservation head-on.
And it all started three and a half 
years ago with a decision to pursue jour­
nalism and environmental studies. I had 
no idea where it would lead, but I knew I 
loved nature and the outdoors, and I loved
to write. There is a need, I think, for people 
with an interest in environmental issues 
who can write and who can look at both 
sides of an issue.
What brought it ail together for 
me was my experience with the Planet. In 
my work on the Planet, I recognized the 
direction of my future. Investigating and 
writing about environmental issues was 
what I wanted to do with my education. 
Though I may have been a little head­
strong and perhaps a trifle generous with 
Associated Students' money, my time on 
the Planet brought my education and my 
career into focus.
It has taken me some time here 
in Idaho, but I realize the importance of 
developing relationships with various 
agencies and groups. A good working re­
lationship makes it easier to get informa­
tion In a timely manner, even on contro­
versial topics. Here, I work closely with 
such agencies as the Forest Service, Bureau
of Land Management, Idaho Public Utili­
ties Commission, Idaho Conservation 
League and the Governor's Office - though 
I owe my relationship with the Governorto 
(Huxley professor) Michael Frome. It seems 
Michael is an old friend and sometimes 
adversary of Gov. Cecil D. Andrus.
The single most important thing 
that keeps these relationships in working 
order, outside of common courtesy, is basic 
good reporting, fairness and objectivity. 
These sources are vital to my job. I protect 
them by always presenting their side of 
any story. No matter how critical the oppo­
sition, the others side must have a chance 
to present its case. And it must be accu­
rate.
Bulldozing 
Student Rights
By Cortlandt Fletcher
This letter to the editor concerns a 
recent infraction upon students’ rights as 
participating members of a free society. 
The issue is how the Physical Plant has 
destroyed the recently finished sauna and 
hot tub at the Outback Farm. In lieu of 
such an assault the powers that be should 
not only be apologetic, but supportive of 
creative ideas involving the future of 
Outback.
Several volunteer workers learned from 
a physical plant employee that a work 
order was issued to remove the Outback's 
composting toilet, woodstoves from the 
cabins, and the wood-heated sauna and 
hot tub. That very day, October 20, Outback 
workers were putting the finishing touches 
on the sauna.
They asked Physical Plant Director 
Clyde Snodgrass to consider upgrading 
the sauna to meet state safety reg ulations. 
On October 24 Snodgrass said he would 
'look into it.' - Tuesday, October 25th, 8 
a.m., the bulldozers and a half-dozen 
grounds' workers were destroying the 
sauna's solar-heated water pump and 
removing the furnace. Several concerned 
students notified the proper channels and 
succeeded in having a work-halt ordered 
by Peter Harris, Physical Plant's 
Coordinator.
Before this was accomplished, 
however, the sauna's water heating/cooling 
units were destroyed and removed. The 
owner of these appliances said, on the site 
two days before, "They had better Inform 
me of their intentions so I'll have a chance 
to remove some personal property." Official 
apologies given by Physical Plant's 
bureaucrats mean nothing. Why won't they 
allow creative students to benefit from 
much hard work? How would the 
government feel if we decommissioned 
Trident li Missiles?
We know now that a master plan for 
the Outback Farm Is students' last chance 
to keep this area a 'hands-on' learning 
resource. What master plan is this? One 
that will involve students and faculty of 
Western to use the land and equipment at 
the farm for appropriate technology, 
sustainable agriculture, and as a learning/ 
teaching arena. The sauna incident serves 
as a direct reminder that if we don't address 
students needs the powers that be will 
have us sitting in a concrete block watching 
a video screen. Hail Guarc;lians of the 
watch tower of the south, because of our 
struggles and effort may a greater circle 
be cast of love and social harmony.
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Barbara Brenner Speaks out 
on Thermal Reduction Co., Inc
By Annette Zukowski
For many of us, knowledge of the 
disposal of our waste ends at the sound of 
the bump and grind of the weekly garbage 
pick-up. However, the cumulative effects 
of human shortsightedness in our disposal 
of waste is rapidly diminishing our quality 
of life. From landfill methane poisonings 
to garbage barges which are forced to 
circle the oceans in search of suitable 
landfill sites, our waste problem is piling 
up. The gravity of our waste problems 
together with its planetary ramifications is 
forcing us to seek answers to our garbage 
disposal questions.
A predominant shortcoming of 
our society Is its inability to manage Its 
waste in a responsible manner. Where 
does the problem lie? Is waste manage­
ment a question for politicians? Or, is it a 
health and safety Issue? Barbara Bren­
ner, head of Safe Waste Management 
Now, contends It should be the latter, but, 
particularly in Whatcom County, waste 
disposal is a highly politicized topic. The 
question seems simple enough: if our 
waste disposal is injurious to the environ­
ment and the community, should alterna­
tives be sought? The answerto this ques­
tion Is obviously "yos." However, the answer 
Barbara Brenner has received from local 
officials has been "well, maybe."
Thermal Reduction Co., Inc., 
(TRC), a private company, is the site for
Incineration of Whatcom County's gar­
bage. TRC also incinerates other more 
controversial products such as hazardous 
waste from hospitals in the Northwest 
area. Critics of TRC claim It has had a long 
history of irresponsible practices. Yet, in 
December of 1987, Northwest Air Pollu­
tion Association (NWAPA) granted TRC a 
variance which allows TRC to operate 
without compliance to local air pollution 
standards. The granting of this variance 
spurred Barbara Brenner into action to 
oppose what she considers a dangerous 
health threat to her community.
Barbara Brenner's tactic of de­
manding attention to the TRC issue by 
leading a one-woman (and child) protest 
at the Capitol Building in Olympia has 
brought her a lot of attention from North­
west media. From the local press, I have 
been unable to discern the pertinent is­
sues in the protest. The Planet has sought 
out Barbara Brenner to clarify the varying 
aspects of her battle with TRC, NWAPA, 
the Department of Ecology (DOE), the 
Whatcom County Health Board and the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 
We found her awaiting the arrival of the 
EPA to study the content of TRC's ash pile 
(due to occur in November, 1988).
So EPA will be coming In Novem­
ber?
EPA will be coming In three weeks 
and will have the results in four to six 
weeks. They want the total characteriza­
tion of what Is in the ash pile; what is in the 
landfill Itself; what is in the hazardous
waste pit. They are extremely concerned. 
We have filed a federal lawsuit; It is called 
a Sixty-Day Notice of Intent to Sue under 
RCRA (Resource Conservation Recovery 
Act).... But, I would think that TRC has lots 
of reasons to be extremely concerned 
right now. Finally, the shoe Is on the other 
foot. I have tried for a year to get the EPA 
into this. I have gotten a lot of "don’t call 
us, we'll call you."
Why now?
For two reasons: I found old phone 
books from 1976 through 1980 ... TRC 
advertised to dispose of chemical and 
radioactive waste. Chemical waste they 
probably could get away with, but radioac­
tive waste is a whole different animal. 
Only licensed to dispose of radioactive
Brenner" I cannot afford the luxury of 
intimidation or complacency or apathy."
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facilities can dispose of It, and TRC never 
had a license to do that, and they never 
could get a license to do It, actually. ... 
They claim they didnl do it - four years' 
worth of advertising, consecutive years...
I think another reason why the ERA is 
coming is because we filed a federal law­
suit on that ash pile. If we get to court and 
there is no characterization of the ash, iris 
even more illegal. TRC was supposed to 
characterize their ash for eight years. It is 
illegal not to.
Why is no one forcing them to 
characterize their ash?
My feeling with the DOE Is that they 
are real scared because industry is so 
powerful. If they make one mistake here, 
even though industry wants them to do 
something too, they are giving a black 
mark to all industries with what they are 
doing....
So you are saying DOE is guided 
by local interest?
Well, local interest, that is a good 
point. We are notorious up here in What­
com County for having ail our health and 
safety issues totally political issues rather 
than where they should be, health and 
safety Issues. There Is a huge problem 
here. For example. Mayor Tim Douglas, 
as Mayor of Bellingham, signed a contract 
that said TRC will be allowed to burn as 
long as possible without modification and 
without incurring any civil or criminal pen­
alties. And, you just don't put that In a 
contract.
Why would Mayor Douglas do
that?
Very good question -- well, let me 
tell you more about Tim Douglas. After 
that, he personally went down to the DOE 
and lobbied one Deputy Director, Mr. Phil 
Johnson, to allow TRC six years before 
they have to have their pollution control
on. Then he sat on the NWAPA Board, the 
Board that was going to give TRC that 
variance, and claimed he could be objec­
tive and did not have his mind made up. ... 
In spite of Tim Douglas, the Bellingham 
City Council passed a resolution saying, 
we are concerned enough about the envi­
ronment, and we do not think it Is a signifi­
cant financial hardship on the community 
[to have garbage rates raised to fund new 
pollution controls for TRC], and we are 
willing to renegotiate with TRC so thatthey 
will have their acid gas scrubber on - or, 
all pollution controls required by the State 
on In no more than two years from the date 
of this resolution. May of 1988....
Now, Douglas as Mayor and also 
being on the NWAPA Board, that ap­
pears to be a conflict of Interest?
Weil it is except that is the way the 
Board Is set-up.... They are either mayors 
or picked by mayors.... But, like you said, 
there is an obvious conflict of interest... 
He [Douglas] has done a real disservice to 
the community. I would like to know what 
his ulterior motives are. I would like to see 
where Mayor Douglas is, say five years 
from now, after he is no longer Mayor, 
whether it is with Chuck Wilder.
Who Is Chuck Wilder?
Chuck Wilder is Chairman of the 
Board of TRC and owns the property It sits 
on and owns more property and jobs In 
Whatcom County. He is a big VIP In 
Whatcom County. He is part of the "good 
or boys" structure. You know. Wilder 
Construction, Wilder Ranches, and I am 
sure he has got his fingers in lots of other 
pies. There is a lot of fear and Intimidation 
when you talk about Chuck Wilder.... You 
can have a lot of support, but people are 
intimidated. I cannot afford the luxury of 
intimidation or complacency or apathy. I 
don't want my kids getting sick
I would like to get back to the 
health Issue. To me it seems there are 
two separate pollution questions: the 
leaching which is occurring from the 
ash pile and the hydrochlorides.
Hydrogen chloride... everyone should 
be calling It hydro-chloric acid because It is 
an immediate acid gas. ... So, they can 
talk about hydrogen chloride like it is a 
tame little thing, but we are talking about a 
direct acid gas. It really makes me mad 
when Jim Anderson, the President of TRC, 
compares himself so favorably with the 
refineries....
Yes, I read that Jim Anderson 
said that TRC only puts out 18 pounds 
of acid gas an hour while Cherry Point 
puts out 2,000 pounds per hour.
That's bullshit. Well let me tell you 
about that. First of all. Cherry Point Is far 
away from the community. Cherry Point 
has high stacks. I do not know what they 
put out an hour, but TRC puts out - it's 
funny - NWAPA now says it is 35 pounds 
an hour, but I had someone who is an 
expert translate the new data from the 
NWAPA test and he said it Is 51 pounds 
per hour. We are talking, even if it is 35 
pounds per hour, we are talking 700 and 
something pounds a day of hydro-chloric 
acid in a 28-foot stack, and I mean with 35 
houses right around It - that is disgusting. 
The stuff Is highly corrosive.... Also, the 
worst thing about It is that TRC's particu­
lates have gone way up. They are overthe 
State standard for their particulates now. 
Particulates are what contain the heavy 
metals. Now, heavy nfietals are bad by 
themselves, acid gas is bad by itself, you 
put them together, it is ten times as bad 
because acid gas and heavy metals to­
gether does this chemical reaction where 
the acid gas makes the heavy metals 
more soluble in the body. So, we have a
Northwest Air Pollution 
Hearing Confuses Issue
By Aaron Coffin
The Northwest Air Pollution Au­
thority (NWAPA) Board held a hearing on 
October 26 at Roeder School in Belling­
ham to determine if Thernfial Reduction 
Company (TRC) air pollution rates had 
Increased since December, 1987, when 
NWAPA granted TRC a 4- year exemption 
from Washington state air pollution regu­
lations. The NWAPA hearing presented 
jumbled and incomplete facts to a puzzled 
and somewhat angry audience of about
one hundred and fifty people, many of 
whom had driven in from the Ferndale 
area where TRC Is located.
NWAPA attorney Jim Nielsen 
annou need that other TRC Issues besides 
air emmissions would not be allowable at 
the hearing. Nielsen also denied Barbara 
Brenner’s request that Bellingham Mayor 
Tim Douglas who sits on the NWAPA 
Board be removed from the hearing be­
cause of the Appearance of Fairness Doc­
trine. Douglas has an apparent conflict of 
interest since the City of Bellingham con­
tracts garbage disposal with TRC.
NWAPA Control Officer Terry 
Nyman then announced the results of 
NWAPA’s airpollution tests of TRC. These 
tests revealed that Hydrogen chloride (HCI)
emmissions had risen from 18.2 pounds 
per hour in February, 1987 to 33.8 pounds 
per hour in August, 1988. During that 
same period, suspended particulates 
(mostly heavy metals) increased from .009 
grains to .031 grains. Washington state 
regulations for HCI (which forms Hydro­
chloric acid) are equivalent to 2.59 pounds 
per hour (50 parts per million), and for par­
ticulates is .030 grains.
Leslie Carpenterof the Washing­
ton Department of Ecology, looking some­
what nervous and harassed, then pre­
sented a statistical table of health levels in 
cases of exposure to HCI. While Carpen­
ter’s chart seemed to put TRC In the clear, 
audience questions revealed that the ex­
posure times used in setting the levels
(continued on page 14)
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real potential for a terrible problem.
Now it is NWAPA that does the 
test ingon the poiiution ieveis?
What they did - they did a test in 
August. When TRC got their variance last 
January, they were supposedly emitting 
80 tons of hydro-chloric acid a year. The 
only change from that test to the one In 
August is that they have significantly in­
creased the amount of medical waste that 
they are burning. Their emissions have 
risen from test 1 to test 2 --100%. Now 
they are emitting 150 tons a year of hydro­
chloric acid. I think it Is a lot more. I am 
sure TRC made sure that the stuff that 
came in during the test was real carefully 
monitored.... We are really at the mercy of 
having to trust TRC who has gotten a 
proven track record that you cannot trust 
them: violations, non-compliance, ...they 
have only for six months ever complied 
with state standards in theirf ourteen years 
of operation.
The plant that TRC operated in 
the 1970's was leach ihg into Clay Pit 
Pond, correct?
They just pumped the stuff right Into 
Clay Pit Pond, and they were caught doing 
It, and they were fined and cited. They 
were ordered to clean-up the pond.
Did they?
They claimed they did. The latest 
sediment reports show very elevated lev­
els of heavy metals. And, I know, they say 
that is from the old stuff. Well, then 
obviously they did not clean it up good 
enough If it's that high from the old stuff... 
My understanding is that they did not gel 
an accurate cross-section of fish when 
they even did it. I don’t believe they tested 
any bottom fish at all.... They did not do 
any fish shocking to bring them up, so It is 
whateverthe net caught. And also, I know 
that the bottom fish, a lot of them have 
virtually disappeared. So how are you 
going to test what is not there anymore?
There Is a lot of controversy about 
those tests. If those tests are accurate, it 
is going to look like the DOE has not done 
Its job for eight years now. So obviously, 
there Is a lot of discrepancy in the DOE as 
to the accuracy of the tests. They have 
tried like hell to repeat those tests to make 
them look better....
What about the ash pile? Is that 
posing a health threat now?
I think it Is. The ash pile gets all over. 
I have watched the stuff blowing around. It 
is in a 100-yearf lood plain, a critical wildlife 
habitat, a migratory route, a residential 
area. There is no fencing; there has never 
been any cover; there is no lining under­
neath. You have dogs and cats in It, deer,
birds.
i found it curious that Wayne 
Turnberg (King County Health Official) 
said that the organisms from the medi­
cal waste are not killed at 2000 de­
grees, and TRC is burning at 1850 
degrees.
TRC claims they are, but you know 
what is really upsetting is 1850 may be the 
temperature out here, but it sure the hell Is 
not the temperature that Is getting to that 
garbage. When you watch the stuff come 
out - watch the quench water - you see 
colored paper, you see stuff with writing on 
it. This is stuff after it is burned. If paper
Is not burning - paper is the easiest thing 
In the world to bum.
It seems to me that the ash pile 
would also be affecting the groundwa­
ter.
Well they claim it is ail clay out there 
so you have such a great background 
environmentally that it won’t leach. But 
they (consultants) have poked hole after 
hole. One test well they did at one time 
went right through the ash piie. So what­
ever was in the ash piie could have gone 
right through the hole. The maps will show 
you that there are sand lens [a layer of 
sand underneath the clay in which water 
travels laterally]. Nobody knows for sure 
that there Is not another sand lens under­
neath there without putting holes every­
where.
I found it interesting that - this is 
Anderson's rationale - TRC built the 
plant in 1985, it was up to code then, 
and five months later the State changes 
the regulations.
That is a lie.... He was part of the 
ad hoc committee that adopted the acid 
gas scrubber regulation as being part of 
state standards. Now it is true that TRC 
got in under the wire, but they had 
already decided pretty much that they 
were going to have acid gas scrubbers 
to the point that in their permit to build, 
before they lifted a hand to do anything,
It says that they must allow room for an 
acid scrubber if it becomes required.
TRC did not even buy the right equip­
ment to go with an acid gas scrubber. 
Right there - they bought cheap 
equipment that was not going to go with 
an acid gas scrubber. Anderson claims 
that "well, we weren’t sure." Well, It was 
a good enough possibility that it was put 
In the permit application. Why if it was 
that much of a possibility, why would he 
not even think of It.... To my knowledge, 
except for getting that plant built under 
the wire for the scrubber, they have 
never done a thing on time in 14 years.
Now you tell me If TRC complies 
with Seattle-King County standards [read­
ing from Seattle-King County new regula­
tions - Title 10 Amendments to Rules for 
Handling and Disposing of Infectious Waste]: 
Incineration shall be conducted 
at a sufficient temperature and 
for a sufficient duration that all 
combustible material is reduced 
to ash. That no unburned, com­
bustible material shall be evident 
in the ash.
That Is why Seattle's waste is 
no longer going to TRC?
No, it Is not going to TRC because of me. 
... He [Turnberg] said that If I had not been 
at that hearing, these regulations would 
never have been adopted that way....
So you feel you have come a 
long way?
I think we have done a lot in a 
real short period of time.... SWMP has got 
attorneys; we have incorporated; we have 
applied for non-profit status; we put out a 
newsletter; we have done fliers; we have 
kept people informed. I like speaking any­
where anyone will listen. You can get to 
everybody that way. ... I do not think our 
media here Is the best media. It took us 
many, many months to get the Belling­
ham Herald's attention. Even when we 
did, they really labelled me negatively for a 
long time.,.. It was real difficult when you 
don’t know how to do this anyway. It was 
like I was doing everything for the first 
time, and it was terrible that I had to fight 
against the Herald. It was awful. KJIM 
was great, but if you are not listening to the 
radio at the right time, you are not going to 
get that....
But now the State is saying that 
this is an important issue. ... Because I 
went to Olympia, it filtered back here. ... 
And yet, what makes me a little upset now 
is kind of the opposite of what made me 
upset before. I was upset before because 
they negatively labelled me, and, yet, I 
was not even able to get anything out. 
Now, I get a little upset that people are 
focusing too much on me instead of the 
issue. That’s scary.... People are looking 
for a hero. Everybody needs a hero. Hike 
heroes, and also one of the good things 
that I have done - I have given some 
people faith back In themselves. That's 
good, but it goes further than that. Once 
they do that, then they can let me do 
everything, too. I can’t do it all....
So your next plans are?
I have rented a place in Olympia.
I spend my time every day at the Gover­
nor’s office. It’s not where I want to be, but 
I have to be there....
«
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A Vision of Squalicum Beach
By Barbara MacGregor
My body sways to the hum, clat­
ters and clicks of the electric trolley. All 
around me, families buzz with excitement 
in anticipation of the day’s festivities. On 
our way to Squalicum Beach, we sit ex­
pectantly amidst our jumbled collections 
of beach toys, blankets, umbrellas, and 
picnic ham.
The sun is warm, and everything 
is bright, surrounded by blue sky and 
water. It appears as if the whole town has 
turned out for the celebration. Everywhere 
I look, the beach Is littered with bodies - on 
blankets, in chairs, running, walking, play­
ing games. The boardwalk that stretches 
the length of the beach is crowded with 
families, friends, and lovers.
I find a smooth, sandy spot to 
spread my blanket, near a young tree 
growing from the bank. I lay on my back 
and watch the high wispy clouds. I smile 
and close my eyes.
When I open my eyes, I find that 
I am really sitting on a cold, gray, very 
damp large rock. The tree on the bank is 
tall and overhanging, its leaves now or­
ange memories of summer. Water seeps 
from between the clay and gravel layers of 
the vine-covered bank. There are no bodies 
littering the beach today. Instead, I see a 
wasted yellow raft, a derelict tennis shoe, 
some lost tires, and plastic confetti in an 
assortment of colors.
In front of me, the pier and pipe­
line converge in a ’’V” far out over the 
water, pointing the way to the Islands 
beyond. To the west, I see more large 
rocks dotting the sand; the bluff’s errant 
rip-rap. I see mudflats and flocks of birds 
where the Nooksack River empties Into 
the bay. On the bluff, beyond the railroad 
tracks, the heavy, muted, white buildings 
of the cement plant Impose their domi­
nance. To the east, Bellingham nestles 
quietly at the foot of Sehome Hill. Mount 
Baker Plywood perches on its bed of fill, 
spewing grayish-yellow plumes into the 
flat gray sky. It is on this particular site, 
where the transformation of trees to build­
ing materials now takes place, that the 
1920’s Squalicum Beach of my Imagina­
tion used to exist.
The Squalicum Beach of today Is 
a neglected mile and a half stretch of 
beach just beyond the northern border of 
Bellingham’s city limits. It is the last re­
maining natural, sandy beach on Belling­
ham Bay. And to some, this beach is a 
park waiting to happen.
One of those who share that vi­
sion is a local teacher named John Horner.
I recently met Horner in his Shuksan Middle 
School classroom. This bearded, bespec­
tacled man speaks precisely and Intently 
on the subject of developing a Squalicum 
Beach trail and park. As a resident of the 
nearby Birchwood neighborhood, which 
would directly benefit from park develop­
ment, Horner takes a personal Interest in 
the Issue.
The Squalicum Beach Area: 
A park waiting to happen
Hornersaid hefirstbecame inter­
ested in the idea of a park in 1984, while 
taking a spring-time stroll on Squalicum 
Beach. A woman on the beach remarked 
to him that creation of a park would be a 
great way to preserve the beach. Horner 
was interested in the concept, but the idea 
lay dormant until the spring of 1988, when 
he attended a Puget Sounders (an envi­
ronmental group which is providing infor­
mational and support services to the 
Squalicum Beach Committee) meeting on
Bellingham open-space plans. He noticed 
that his neighborhood was absent from 
the plans. In fact, Birchwood is the only 
Bellingham neighborhood that has no parks 
or public open space.
Horner was spurred into action. 
He formed The Squalicum Beach Com­
mittee, a group of neighborhood residents 
and concerned citizens, to organize sup­
port for a Squalicum Beach trail and park. 
The committee enlisted the help of Arnie 
Klaus and the Puget Sounders, City Coun- 
cilwoman LouiseBjornson, and Tim Wahl 
of Bellingham Parks and Recreation. 
Committee members attended public 
meetings, wrote letters to key officials, 
and collected over 400 signatures on a 
petition supporting purchase and develop­
ment of the trail and park.
Horner said that currently, Squali­
cum Beach ”ls not a nice sanctuary, but a 
beach that is over-looked.” This is not to 
say that the beach isn’t being used. There 
are a variety of users: people with chiidren 
who visit for a day's outing or joggers 
leaving their footprints in the wet sand. In 
the brush, fishermen construct temporary 
camps. Lovers claim the beach as a pri­
vate trysting place. Young anarchists some­
times rule with loud music, beer, and cans 
of spray paint.
These different user groups, 
coupled with treasures brought in on 
the tides, have contributed to a severe 
litter problem on the beach. This prob­
lem has been compounded by the benign 
neglect by the various owners of the 
beach and the surrounding property.
Squalicum Beach is owned by 
the Bellingham Port Authority and the Tilbury 
Cement Company. Adjacent to the beach 
is a parcel of land owned by the Whatcom 
County Parks Department. This undevel­
oped land is a steep-sloped, flat-bottomed 
ravine, through which Little Squalicum Creek 
flows its way to Bellingham Bay. The Squali­
cum Beach Committee proposes devel­
opment of Little Squalicum Park op this 
county land. The county parks department 
Initially purchased the property as a poten­
tial park site, but lacked the necessary 
funds. However, according to Arnie Klaus, 
popular support for a park is forcing the 
parks department to change its position 
on park development. ”The parks depart­
ment is not always In a position to promote 
(park development), so this creates an
(continued on next page)
Fall 1988 Page 5
Getting Smart
About Hazardous Chemicals
rcontinued from page 5
I opportunity," Klaus said.
I At a recent beach clean-up spon-
I sored by the committee, one and a half 
I truck-loads of garbage were cleared away. 
I Horner has heard numerous reports that 
I the beach was just as dirty within a couple 
I weeks. Horner feels that the creation of a 
I minimally developed park would encour- 
I age use by families, schools, and special 
I interest groups. The presence of these 
I users would provide incentive for the beach 
I to be kept clean. The committee is com- 
I municating with Roger DeSpaIn, Director 
I of Whatcom County Park and Recreation 
I Board, on this proposal.
I Bellingham Vocational Technical
I Institute is adjacent to the county park 
I land. Des McArdle, director of BVTI, has 
I indicated that BVTI students could be 
I instrumental in park development by help-1 
I ing with trail construction and landscap- 
I ing. This type of cooperation is represen- 
I tative of what will need to happen In order I to get all involved parties vyorking together 
I to preserve this last remaining waterfront 
I open-space.
I Another area of the Squalicum
I Beach Committee's proposal that will re- 
I quire cooperation is the trail proposed to 
I connect Cornwall Park to Squalicum Beach.
I Development of the trail would require the 
I purchase of railroad rights-of-way and a 
I small parcel of land. At the Oct.25 city 
I council meeting, Horner and his group I 
I presented their proposal. Two committee I 
I members ceremoniously unfurled their I 
I petition in front of the council members. I 
Barbara Ford, a neighborhood resident, I 
gave an Impassioned speech on the need I 
to preserve park and trail lands for future | 
generations. She then asked for those 
supporting the proposal to stand, and vir-1 
tually every one of the nearly 150 people in 
attendance stood. I
That night, the city council voted I to proceed with acquisition of rights-of-| 
way for the trail. |
Considerable work still needs to | 
be done on creation of a Squalicum Beach |
I trail and park. But imagine the rewards of I 
this work: a sandy, waterfront park acces-1 
sible by trail, car, and city bus. A nature I 
preserve where people can hike, relax, I 
and study. A natural buffer zone between I 
the city and an industrial area. A refuge I 
that our descendants will be able to use I and enjoy. The Squalicum Beach Commit-1 
tee asks, "What are your reasons for ere-1 
ating a park at Squalicum Beach?" I 
To express your reasons, ideas, I 
and/or willingness to help, contact the I 
committee through John Horner at 671- I 4469, or Peggy Ritter at 733-7909. li
By Sara Olason
When you walk Into yourchemis- 
try lab, eager to mix up green and purple 
liquids, stir grey powders into mysterious 
syrups that foam and sizzle, and perhaps 
even find out why the formulas you've 
been memorizing are so important, do you 
consider that you might burn a finger, lose 
an eye, or inhale some brain- damaging 
fumes, all in the space of a few hours? Do 
you know the hazards of working with 
chemicals, and how to use them safely? 
What does the Western administration do 
to protect people on campus from hazard­
ous chemical demons?
Many students do not seem to 
worry about the risks they run when they 
use chemicals in labs. Students surveyed 
in two chemistry labs fall quarter said they 
seldom or never felt their physical safety 
threatened during lab sessions. But West­
ern's Safety Officer Jose Harrison worries 
that students are uneducated and uncon­
cerned about hazardous chemicals. He 
said when he asks students in chemistry 
labs what they are doing, they can tell him 
the chemical formulas of the materials In 
their beakers and flasks, but do not know 
the dangers of using the materials. Stu­
dents do have legal rights to information 
about hazardous chemicals they use in 
labs, just as employees are entitled to
Information about hazardous materials they 
are exposed to at work. Unfortunately, the 
Worker and Community Right to Know Act 
(RCW 49.70), which gives this right to 
employees, does not specifically address 
students, Harrison said. Western officials 
have had to write their own rules for stu­
dent hazard education.
Western's Hazardous Material 
Policy defines student rights, as well as 
rights of Western employees. The policy 
was established in 1987, in compliance 
with Washington's Chemical Hazard Com­
munication Standard (WAC 296-62-054). 
It has made instructors reponsible for dis­
seminating safety information to their stu­
dents. The policy states instructors must 
"provide students under their supervision 
with instruction on the proper handling of 
and disposal of hazardous materials."
Most students surveyed were 
satisfied their instructors were providing 
adequate safety information prior.to each 
lab session. But one student wrote, "How 
canweknowwhattheyarenttelling us? I've 
heard they don’t tell us everything, but how 
can we know?" Certainly instructors try to 
protect their students, but many students 
might not even know enough about the 
chenilcals they use in experiments to ask 
questions about them. A professor who 
has performed experiments for years proba­
bly feels comfort^le using chemicals, and 
will have a very different perspective on 
their dangers than the student who has 
never washed a beaker before. Instructors 
might view some precautions as common
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sense, while to students who are just learn­
ing them, the procedures might seem like 
voodoo.
Where can students and employ­
ees find additionai information about haz­
ardous substances to which they have been 
exposed? Western's Hazardous Material 
Policy established a detailed inventory of ail 
hazardous materials lurking around cam­
pus. Harrison said this computer inventory 
system, which he designed with the help of 
Clint Burgess of the Instrument Center and 
student computer majors, puts Western 
"ahead of a lot of universities" in meeting 
Right to Know requirements. The inventory 
lists the name of each of the approximately 
7000 hazardous substances on campus, 
where each substance is stored, and its 
hazards. Each substance is also given a 
number that matches the number on a 
Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS), a de­
tailed information sheet which the manu­
facturer of the chemical must send with 
each order.
Each area on campus which uses 
hazardous materials, from biology labs to 
art studios, is assigned a Hazardous Site 
Coordinator. This person manages a sort 
of branch Inventory for his or her area, in­
cluding lists of the substances there and 
MSDS's for each substance. Thus, Harri­
son said, the inventory Is accessible even to 
people who are not expert chemists. Some­
one who needs information about a chemi­
cal can reference it by Its MSDS number, 
which is printed on the labels of all chemical 
containers.
MSDS's can be technical and hard 
to decipher, said Dennis Smith, Safety, 
Environmental and Waste Manager of 
Western's Physical Plant. (Smith said he 
trains employees how to read the docu­
ments.) But they give the patient reader the 
nitty-gritty about hazardous chemicals: boiling 
points, symptoms of exposure, howto clean 
up spills, and so on. If, after reading the 
MSDS, a student feels his or her health 
would be unduly threatened by the chemi­
cal, he or she may refuse to use it, said 
Chemistry Professor Bill Wilson.
Compiling the inventory is a "long, 
hard job," requiring the cooperation of about 
a thousand staff members, Wilson said. 
He said staff sometimes disagree about 
what substances should be Included in the 
Inventory. Physical Plant employees use 
some common hazardous materials such 
as paint thinner every day, and might not 
consider them dangerous enough to re­
port, while Wilson said the Inventory should 
include everything from solvents used in 
offices to explosive acids In chemistry labs.
Even when staff members agree 
about the scope of the inventory, they find 
it difficult to update the list as new chemi­
cals are purchased and old ones discarded^ 
Forexanrple, Physical Plant constantly ex­
periments with new, hppefuliy more effec- 
nve products. Smith said. He said ehfipioy- 
ees do not always tell him when they stop 
using products.
Harrison worries about another 
"missing link" in the Inventory chain. He 
said purchase orders for new chemicals 
pass through his office, where he traces 
them to the departments which ordered 
them, and recommends less toxic alterna­
tive substances when possible. However, 
researchers receive chemicals as part of 
some grants, and some purchases are 
made with petty cash, neither of which 
involves any purchase orders. Harrison 
estimated that nonreported substances 
account for five to seven percent of chemi­
cals entering Western.
The University's policy states "fail­
ure to [report receipt of new substances] is 
a violation of the terms of employment and 
may have serious consequences." Evi­
dently this threat does not force all chemi­
cal customers into compliance, any more 
than instructors' nagging can make stu­
dents wear goggles during lab sessions. 
This Is "the only big bugaboo" in the Inven­
tory program, Harrison said.
Of course, even the most com­
plete and elegantly arranged information 
will not prevent injury unless people use it. 
The survey above (which Included 34 stu­
dents in a general chemistry lab and 7 
students in an analytical chemistry lab) 
Indicated that most students do not at­
tempt to educate themselves about haz­
ardous materials beyond listening to what
their instructors tell them. Few general 
chemistry students had ever requested 
additionai information, though about half 
said they had read an MSDS at some time. 
The more experienced students in the ana­
lytical chemistry lab seemed more con­
cerned: three students said they had re­
quested additional information, and two 
said they had read an MSDS.
Students need to aggressively edu­
cate themselves about the chemicals to 
which they are exposed. As Harrison said, 
we do not know the long-term effects of 
even low exposures to hazardous chemi­
cals. Although Instructors certainly try to 
keep their proteges from roasting their fin­
gers, singeing their hair or burning holes in 
their favorite jeans, students are ultimately 
responsible for their own safety.
There have been only four minor 
chemical spills this year, Harrison said. So 
far no student, ignorant of some chemical 
hazard, has hurt him or herself. No unre­
ported toxin has spilled, leaving officials 
uncertain about how to clean up the mess 
or even what the spilled chemical is. We 
have been lucky. Keeping Western's net 
of hazardous material information free of 
holes, and learning to use the information 
to protect our eyes and skin and lungs 
takes some effort from students and staff, 
but this Is certainly better than relying on 
luck. Harrison said "if more students would 
show an interest" in their own safety, 
Western's safety officials would eagerly 
teach them. Perhaps students should 
regard this as a challenge, or a dare.
1210 11th St. 
Bellingham. WA 98225
HOURS: 10 - 10 Mondi^ thru Saturday
10 • 6 Friday
PHONE: TOLLFREE within WA
1-800-392-BOOK
________ In Ballingham - 671-2626
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Friends of Noisy Creek
Fight for Old Growth Forest
By A. Ellis Baker
Two members of Friends of Noisy Creek 
(FNC), a group formed to oppose ciear- 
cutting 160 acres of a 600-acre old growth 
forest near Baker Lake, say “Lady Luck,” 
publicity and playing by the ru les are three 
of several factors that were important to 
their successful grass-roots effort.
So successful, in fact, that Congress ap­
propriated $2.5 miiiion forthe purchase of 
Noisy Creekthisfall, and President Ronald 
Reagan added his signature in October.
Noisy Creek is an exceptional, low-ele­
vation, high-quality stand of old growth 
timber surrounding a small creek drain­
age, which is located on the northeast 
shore of Baker Lake. It is physically within 
Whatcom County, but the only vehicle 
access is Highway 20 through Skagit 
County. The parcel is privately owned by 
Scott Paper Company. This is the first 
successful opposition to development of a 
privately owned old growth stand in Wash­
ington State.
FNC actively promoted preservation of 
Noisy Creek through people contacts, 
among other methods.
“We were In contact with our congres- 
sionai people from the very beginning,” 
said Frank Ancock, founder of FNC.
That contact has also resulted in a pro­
posed land exchange, Ancock said.
U.S. Forest Service (USFS) Lands and 
Mineral staff officer Sam Magel, of the 
Seattle office, confirmed that an exchange 
between the Snohomish County Public 
Utility District and USFS will take place as 
soon as Noisy Creek has been “cruised”to 
determine the amount of board feet and 
type of timber growing there. Once the 
timber Jias been cruised, its vaiue can be 
determined. The PUD will then purchase 
a portion of the stand, and exchange it for
the equally-valued USFS-owned reservoir, 
Spada Lake, in Snohomish County.
Prospects looked dismal for FNC in June 
of 1987, only a month after Scott Paper 
Company filed a forest practices permit 
application with the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR).
Ancock and Greg Mills, FNC coordina­
tor, both of Bellingham, said they didn’t let 
a seemingly impossible project stop them 
from taking up the fight.
“I was sure we would lose... I didn’t think 
we had a snowball’s chance in hell. I 
KNEW we didn’t have a snowball’s chance 
in hell,” said Mitts. “But t didn’t think I was 
wasting my time. Noisy Creek was some­
place that I knew about, that I’d been, so I 
got involved.”
Ancock was not optimistic at the time, 
either.
“There was not alot of interest in Baker 
Lake, in Bellingham. It seemed to be an 
issue that I cared alot about, and not many 
of other people [cared]. I’d been to Noisy 
Creek before, though, and thought it was 
worth ‘waving the flag’ about,” Ancock 
said.
Waving the flag, or publicity, is critical for 
any grass-roots effort, said Mills.
Ancock agreed:
“The first thing I did, after coming up with 
a name, was to make up stationary and 
start sending letters out. I didn’t even 
have approval from the (local Audubon 
chapter) board,” said Ancock.
Miiis also began sending out letters to 
media, environmental groups. Native 
Americans, and any individual he thought 
could possibly help.
FNC began organizing and leading tours 
of Noisy Creek, as often as once a week.
The group developed a slide show and 
Ancock made the rounds of local groups to 
sell the idea of “Noisy Creek, Forever 
Wild”.
Soon after developing letterhead, FNC 
had “official” t-shirts, lapel buttons, bumper 
stickers and status as a committee of the 
North Cascades Audubon Society.
classy design. The shirts gave us the 
image of a solid, thoughtful, put-together, 
establishment group....”
The result of some publicity in Skagit 
and Whatcom counties, and direct contact 
with individuals, has been a dramatic in­
crease in the number of people on the 
FNC mailing list: in 16 months, it has gone 
from two names to 400.
In August, 1987, before most 
people were involved. Mills attempted to 
gain additional time to allow comment on 
Scott Paper’s forest practices application:
“I heard about it one week from the end 
of the review period. I went to DNR and 
said,‘ljustheardaboutthis. I’vetoldsome 
other people and we want to comment on 
this. Would you please extend the com­
ment period?’
“I was told that I should have known 
about it and that the public was notified. 
How was the public notified? In the State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) register 
-the most obscure way to meet the public 
notification requirement, and yet not really 
tell anyone. DNR advertises timber sales 
in the local newspapers, but it won’t 
advertise proposed projects that people 
might want to comment on,” said Mills.
DNR did not have a copy of the SEPA 
register available in the Sedro-Woolley 
office, he said.
Mills now receives the SEPA register 
regularly.
"I’ve learned my lesson,” he said. “We 
were also very fortunate In that the Na­
tional Audubon Society was having its bi­
annual meet ing in Bellingham, in August 
of 1987. We got the National President 
Peter Burley, and Brock Evans to go see 
Noisy Creek.
“So we got those people interested, and 
a lot of other people interested, and that’s 
where we really hit pay dirt. We got the big 
guys involved. Scott Paper accurately 
sized us (FNC) as piss-ant. But (when) we 
got Seattle Sierra Club, Seattle Audubon 
Society and the Sierra Club Legal Defense 
Fund to help, Scott Paper sat down to talk 
with us.”
FNC’s agreement with the Legal De­
fense Fund was that FNC would handle 
the Whatcom County shoreline review and
The group also testified at a public hear­
ings regarding the Shoreline Substantial 
Development Permit that Scott Paper was 
required to obtain from Whatcom County, 
read as much about applicable regula­
tions as possible, and wrote letter after 
letter to various state agencies.
For Ancock, credibility was an irrportant 
goal.
“We’ve played the game by the rules 
and we haven’t acted naively,” Ancock 
said. “In fact, one of the reasons I wanted 
the t-shirts initially was that it was such a
(continued on page 16)
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Spotted Owl -- Sentinel of the Forest
Eliza Anderson, Northwest Conservation Council Reprinted by permission
By Heather Koon
Ashake bolt flewdownthezipline, 
bouncing to a stop at the bottom of the hill.
I detached the chunk of cedar from its pul­
ley, tossed it onto the growing pile, then 
walked the pulley back up the cable to the 
top of the hill.
My father picked up his chainsaw 
and turned to the windfelled cedar. "Now 
watch," he said. I turned my attention to the 
giant hemlock branches that formed a roof 
above us. The saw fired to life; I waited.
Suddenly, it was there, drawn by 
the shattering intrusion of the saw. Like all 
owls, its gaze was unwavering and all-in­
clusive. Silent and aloof, it watched us 
work. At the end of the day we left under 
escort as the owl glided from tree to tree 
above us until we crossed some invisible 
boundary and passed from Its territory.
To some, this graceful and digni­
fied personality is just a bird. To others 
here in the Northwest, it is perceived as a 
threat to local economies and individual 
welfare. To me, the spotted owl symbol­
izes the intrinsic beauty of a pristine natu­
ral environment, and the animal's rapidly 
approaching extinction indicates the lack of 
respect a majority of humans hold for such 
beauty.
The conflict surrounding the spot­
ted owl has gone far beyond the issue of 
whether or not to protect an endangered 
species. For conservationists, the owl is an 
"indicatorspecies" whose health and abun­
dance speaks for all components of the 
low-elevation old growth forest in which it 
lives.
Less than ten percent of Wash­
ington's virgin old growth timberlands have 
survived to this date. For ecologists and 
environmentalists scrambling to save what 
is left, the spotted owl serves as an unfor­
tunate example of the crisis facing many 
plant and animal species if the remaining 
old growth stands are destroyed. There 
are existing laws that govern the protection 
of endangered species. Because the only 
known means of saving the spotted owl is 
to stop the destruction, through logging, of
its habitat, conservationists hope inclusion 
of the owl on the official list of endangered 
species will mandate the protection of the 
old growth ecosystem.
To the timber industry and its im­
mediate dependents, the spotted owl is 
seen as a frustrating weapon In the hands 
of environmentalists who are blocking the 
road to old growth profits. The issue has 
become a rallying point for loggers and 
their communities who fight to maintain the 
lifestyle that has supported them for gen­
erations.
Both conservationists and propo­
nents of the timber industry seem to em­
phasize the importance of the spotted owl 
only as it relates to old growth timber. 
While this approach possesses a certain 
economic and political validity, it has served 
tofurtherjeopardizethe survival of the owl.
Afederal wildlife biologist involved 
with owl population studies on the Olympic 
Peninsula, who wished to remain anony­
mous, said she is afraid to talk about the 
specific timberlands that may become 
designated spotted owl habitat, as oppo­
nents of their protection may then enterthe 
area with the intention of destroying the 
owls.
Such fears are well founded. Last 
year, only one pair of spotted owls on the 
entire Olympic Peninsula produced young. 
A few days after the location of the nest 
was publicized, the two fledglings were 
discovered brutally clubbed to death.
"Tempers are short," the biologist 
warned. "Those owls are standing be­
tween a large local work force and the 
wood these people need to make a living." 
And the owls are vulnerable. "All it takes Is 
a loud noise - music, shouting, a chainsaw, 
whatever - and there's an owl. They're very 
territorial and will fly in to investigate trouble. 
That's why they're so easy to study... or to 
kill."
The coldbloodedness involved In 
the act of mangling a baby owl speaks by 
itself for the desperation of those who feel 
threatened by the continued existence of 
the spotted ov/l. Environmentalists speak 
for the value of the old growth habitat In 
which the spotted owl lives. But who will 
speak for the spotted owl?
The worth of this vibrant creature 
cannot be quantified in dollars or board 
feet. It cannot be measured in numbers of 
jobs lost or protected acres gained. Yet 
somehow, on that long ago day when my 
father let me stay home from school to 
"help" him salvage the blowdown cedar, 
my 10-year-old immaginatlon was able to 
capture the value, intrinsic as it is, of the 
spotted owl. The piercing gaze and sentl- 
nal attitude of the bird labeled me as an 
intruder who bore watching, and the gliding 
escort, so unconditionally carried out, es­
tablished a territory In my mind... The 
forest belonged to no one, and only the owl, 
pale and majestic and watchful, was its 
guardian.
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Vera Hoffmann
Mismanaging the Bering Sea
By Vera Hoffman
The sea always seemed so clean 
to me when I looked at it from the deck of 
a boat. I felt part of it, since I was within its 
boundaries. Yet I felt almost completely 
detached from it, having only the vaguest 
notion of what lay beneath me.
I was an observer in one of the 
world's richest fishing grounds, the 340,000- 
square mile Bering Sea. The National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) maintains that 
this sea can sustain annual groundfish 
(pollock, cod, and flatfish) harvests of two 
million metric tons (MT). Indefinitely. After 
three years of working as an observer on 
foreign fishing vessels, I have learned that 
our government can sometimes be very 
consistent - mismanagement (and greed) 
is once again destroying a vital renewable 
resource. Though we are told that our 
observer data is used to better manage the 
fisheries, exploitation seems to worsen 
each year.
The program that brought me to 
the Bering Sea was begun in 1976 by the 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, also known as the Magnuson Act. This 
Act, primarily the work of former Washing­
ton State Senator Warren Magnuson,
established the Fishery Conservation Zone 
(FCZ), defined as an area 200 miles sea­
ward of our coastline. Under this Act, all 
foreign vessels fishing within the FCZ must 
abide by U.S. regulations regarding sea­
sons, quotas, and allowable bycatch. 
Observers initially had their hands full simply 
ensuring compliance by monitoring factory 
production and log books, calculating haul 
size, and determin ing species co mposition 
and Incidental catch of prohibited species. 
After a 1980 amendment to the Act called 
for 100 percent observer coverage, for­
eign fishing vessels slowly became re­
signed to American control of the fishery, 
and violations gradually decreased.
The Magnuson Act also called for 
slowly phasing out foreign independent 
fishing In the Bering Sea. As of the 1988 
season, all foreign vessels are required to 
work in joint ventures (JV’s), an arrange­
ment in which they purchase and process 
fish caught by American catcher boats. 
Countries involved in JV’s are Poland, Japan, 
China, Korea, and the USSR.
The Bering Sea fishery grew 
explosively after the introduction of joint 
ventures. Most of the dominant individuals 
involved operate with a gold-rush mental­
ity, showing little real concern for maintain­
ing a sustainable resource. Thus, the pri­
mary problem in the Bering Sea is waste - 
- waste in the sense of squandering and
continued on next page
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waste in the sense ot polluting.
At the beginning of 1988,1 worked 
on a Soviet vessel targeting on flatfish. 
Shortly after the pollock fishery closed, two 
things happened. First, NMFS set limits on 
the amounts of pollock that could be legally 
caught and processed. Second, catcher 
boats for the Soviet fleet could not avoid 
catching large amounts of pollock, which 
were In the flatfish grounds. Soviets do not 
process pollock, reasoning that they have 
so many In their own zone, why pay for 
them in the American zone? Consequently, 
during that month, we took on codends up 
to 30 metric tons In size that contained 
anywhere from 20 to 80 percent healthy 
pollock. A small amount of pollock was 
occasionally used to make fishmeal, but 
discard chutes exiting the factory were like 
water faucets spewing dead fish. Had the 
Soviets even wanted to process the pol­
lock, they could not have legally frozen 
more than 20 percent per tow due to the 
NMFS limit. For NMFS, discarding 50 met­
ric tons of food-grade fish per day per 
vessel (we had 15 to 20 processors In the 
fleet at the time) was acceptable.
Another aspect of the discard story 
concerns bycatch of prohibited species. 
Halibut, crab, and salmon are the bases of 
several important American fisheries, so 
foreign processors are required to Immedi­
ately discard these species. The Bering 
Sea Is divided and sub-divided Into many 
areas based mainly on crab distribution. 
When a set quota on maximum allowable 
Incidental bycatch is exceeded, the area Is 
closed to J V fishing. The crab Industry, with 
Its battalion of well-financed, well-placed 
Individuals, protects its resource well, so 
that It can exploit it in peace.
The quota for halibut bycatch, on 
the other hand. Is so large that It Is rarely 
reached. This past winter, the entire Soviet 
fleet fished In a "halibut nursery" area. We 
were taking on 30 MT codends, each con­
taining two to three metric tons small hali­
but. Many of us observers sent worried 
telegrams to NMFS, but no one received a
response. Thefleetcontinued fishing In that 
area for several weeks.
Another form of discard Is prac­
ticed by the catcher boats. When fishing Is 
particularly good, their 30 to 50 metric ton 
codends fill quickly. Fish are then trapped 
by the Intermediate, the section of fishing 
gear that funnels fish Into the codend. Be­
fore fishermen can close and deliver the 
codend, they must "bleed off" any excess 
fish in the intermediate, which can amount 
to anywhere from five to thirty or more 
metric tons. This discard cannot be mathe­
matically calculated and Is not figured into 
the two million metric ton per year ad 
infinitum quota set by NMFS.
Pollution of our seas Is not a new 
issue. Despite strong stands taken by 
environmental and citizen groups, as well 
as many concerned fishermen, the prob­
lem continues to worsen. As far as I know, 
no toxic waste is being disposed of In the 
Bering Sea as It is off the New York and 
New Jersey coasts. The waste of at least a 
thousand fishing vessels, however. Is 
dumped daily. Some of the larger proces­
sors burn their rubbish. In fact, the newer 
Japanese vessels have incinerators In their 
engine rooms. Unfortunately, those ves­
sels are rare exceptions.
Several years ago, an appliance 
company donated trash compactors to two 
catcher boats In the Soviet fleet, the Idea 
being that the boats could store their waste 
in holds until they could get to port and 
dispose of It properly. Limited facilities at 
Dutch Harbor, the major fishing port in the 
Bering Sea for refueling, repair, and provi­
sions, were a primary reason forthe plan's 
failure. Garbage disposal Is difficult there, 
even for residents of the tiny town, and 
dock collection/disposal services are very 
expensive. In fact, most docks In Dutch 
Harbor do not even have dumptsters avail­
able. The majority of fishermen, in any 
case, would rather not deal with the "hassle", 
thinking, "Who wants to live on asmall boat 
with a three month accumulation of gar­
bage?" At least the men are sometimes 
neat when they throw out the trash - they 
close the plastic bags before they throw 
them overboard.......
Discarded fishing nets are an­
other major issue. Webbing and miscella­
neous fishing gear causes considerable 
mortality among marine mammals and birds, 
when they Ingest or are entangled In the 
materials. Laws have been passed to punish 
those who discard entire sections of net. 
Those same laws legalize the discard of 
cut-up webbing, which Is made of highly 
decay-resistant ropes, twines and buoys.
Incidental loss of buoys and fish­
ing nets Is also a problem. The Atka Mack- 
eral fishery along the Aleutian Islands Is 
notorious for damaging nets, primarily 
because the nets are dragged over coral 
beds. Some nets are lost, most are dam­
aged daily,-wlth large chunks of webbing 
consistently torn out of them. Fishermen 
have long, laughter-filled tales of old codends 
they dragged up In their gear. Little con­
cern Is shown forthe coral beds.
The consequences of this domi­
nant at-sea waste-disposal system among 
fishermen Is evident on tbe beaches of 
islands on the Aleutian chain as well as 
those In the center of the Bering Sea. 
Nets, milk-bottles, cans, cartons, cool- 
whip containers, plastic bags, buoys, bits
of styrofoam......gaudily scattered over a
secluded beach In a cove distant from 
human habitation.
The consequences of the Innu­
merable fuel spills that occur almost every 
time a vessel takes on fuel at sea are not 
quite as easily noticeable. When I do come 
across evidence, such as an oiled seabird 
staggering about on the vessel's deck, the 
Impact Is strong. Establishing programs to 
preserve the remaining Integrity of the 
Bering Sea while ensuring the presence of 
an abundant fishery for future generations 
should not be as difficult for us as finding 
those fatal oil slicks was for me. Why is It 
taking us so much time to act?
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were all different, and that no true com­
parisons could be made. To make matters 
worse, neither NWAPA or DOE represen­
tatives were able to answer audience 
questions as to the compound effects of 
HCI interacting with the heavy metal par­
ticulates. NWAPA and DOE presenta­
tions also avoided including information 
about Washington State regulations, and 
not until Safe Waste Management Now 
(SWMN) attorney Paul Kundtz spoke was 
the audience Informed of these pollution 
limits.
After the DOE’S presentation, TRC 
representatives presented hypothetical data
to indicate that TRC’s rising levels of pollu­
tion are just due to seasonal fluctuations 
(particularly rainfall). TRC’s hypothetical 
presentation included no actual test data 
and one chart used a figure of about 8 
pounds per hour of HCI, as opposed to the 
latest test results of 33.8 pounds per hour.
The overall effect of all these pres­
entations was an informational smokescreen 
around the issue. Some audience mem­
bers left during this period, but many stayed 
to testify.
SWMN attorney Kundtz disputed 
the HCI levels, claiming that other tests 
show over twice as much HCI in the air 
around TRC, well Into the sensitive levels 
Indicated by the Koenig asthmatic studies. 
Kundtz also noted that in the sprinn of 
1988, NWAPA fined TRC about $8000 for 
17 different pollution violations that occurred 
in a month and a half, and that TRC has so 
far only 
paid $100.
Many Ferndale area residents 
spoke and most were distressed by TRC’s 
apparent lack of concern for community 
health. People also wondered why TRC 
gets exemptions when small businesses 
and ordinary citizens do not. Ferndale 
residents also questioned the competence 
and ability of NWAPA and DOE to protect 
their health, and accused them of allowing 
TRC "a free ride”.
The NWAPA Board claims it has 
no authority to force TRC to Install acid gas 
scrubbers and comply with state regula­
tions until the variance expires in Decem­
ber, 1991. NWAPA attorney Nielsen stated
that only the Pollution Control Hearings 
Board can change a variance once it has 
been granted. Because of this fact and in 
light of the confusing presentation of evi­
dence at the NWAPA hearing, and incom­
plete coverage of the issues by the. Bell­
ingham Herald, it appears thatthe NWAPA 
hearing may offer little or no hope for bring­
ing about prompt enforcement of Washing­
ton State laws and the protection of the 
health of the Ferndale community. The 
NWAPA Board meets again on November
15 in Mount Vernon, and will announce 
their decision about TRC at that time. That 
decision, as suggested by the NWAPA Board,
may have no weight whatsoever.
A Clean Bill of Health 
at Claypit Pond?
TRC is located about 2 miles 
southeast of Ferndale and about 7 miles 
northwest of Bellingham. Much of Belling­
ham’s residential garbage is sent here to 
be burned, with the resulting steam heat 
used to produce electricity. TRC also 
burns hazardous wastes such as asbestos 
and medical wastes from Oregon, Wash­
ington, and Canada.
TRC’s ash pile is a combination 
of both incTnerator ash and fly ash from the 
pollution control equipment, which is known 
to contain high levels of toxic heavy met­
als.
Claypit Pond is about 200 feet 
away fromThermal Reduction Company, 
Inc. (TRC) and may be contaminated by 
leachate from TRC’s ash pile. Recent 
1988 tests on fish from Claypit Pond show 
heavy metal concentrations within the guide­
lines used by the U.S. Food and Drug Ad­
ministration for the commercial sale of fish. 
This does not mean that all is well with 
Claypit Pond.
The Department of Wildlife (DOW) 
owns Claypit Pond and DOW Fisheries 
Biologist Jim Johnston, who set the fish 
collection nets for the DOE’S 1988 tests. Is 
worried about the whole Claypit Pond eco­
system. “The whole site ought to qualify 
for a superfund,” said Johnston.
TRC is not the only potential health 
hazard in the area. A hazardous waste pit 
is located about 150 feet north of TRC’s 
ash pile and may also be leaching into 
Claypit Pond. A salt pile, possibly contain­
ing mercury, was situated very near the 
pond about eight years ago. TRC was also 
fined for killing fish by dumping effluent in 
Claypit Pond in 1980. Recent tests of pond 
sediment have been made by the DOE, 
and early results Indicate high levels of 
copper, chromium, and zinc, according to 
the DOE’S Deputy Director of Operations 
Mark Horton.
Claypit Pond before 1980 was 
dominated by catfish and 1980fish catches 
had bass of up to 6 pounds, said Johnston. 
1988 test catches included 1 catfish and no 
bass. Johnston is concerned about this 
and has requested that more extensive 
testing be done.
continued on next page
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Fish Populations may be Vanishing from Claypit Pond
The perch populations at Claypit 
Pond are also in question. 1988 tests found 
many 2-year old perch, but few older (3-5 
year old) perch, few 1-year olds, and no 
new young fish from this year. “Whole age 
classes are missing,” said Johnston, and 
“the cause is probable environmental fac­
tors. Heavy metals are extremely toxic to 
juvenile and embryonic fish.” Johnston 
said that he believed that periodic monitor­
ing of Claypit Pond was required of a local 
agency after the 1980 DOE fish tests, but 
the monitoring was neglected.
The 1988 DOE report on fish In 
Claypit Pond also contains some mislead­
ing language. The report compares Claypit 
Pond fish with fish from the Columbia River 
near Pasco and Grand Coulee, and the 
Klamath River. The report says “Concen­
trations found In Claypit Pond fish do not 
appear elevated above these other drain­
ages.” However, closer inspection of the 
report reveals higher levels of copper, cad­
mium, and lead than any of the other test
sites, and arsenic levels are higher than 
most.. It alsoseemsoddto compare Claypit 
Pond to major rivers that may be in indus­
trial areas, opposed to other small lakes.
TRC's leachate has been recently 
tested as part of DOE'S 1988 report on the 
Ferndale Wastewater Treatment Plant. The 
new report indicates decreased pollution 
levels from a 1981 report. However, DOE 
only took one sample, and the test results 
carry a disclaimer:"Levels of heavy metals 
are much lower ... Dilution with process 
water from Thermal Reduction is the prob­
able reason.” This suggests that no true 
comparison is possible.
The DOE report does indicate that 
toxic heavy metals found in Claypit Pond 
fish are within the Median International Legal 
Limits for commercially sold fish, and the 
pond may be opened for fishing again. So 
come on out, you might just be able to snag 
a 2 year old perch.
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Earth First!: A Conservative Alternative
By Mitch-Friedman
Earth First! is sometimes called 
"the radical environmental group," but I 
think "radicals" are those who log, burn, 
pave, dredge, and otherwise destroy 3.5 
billion years'worth of evolution and natural 
diversity for no higher value than a fast 
buck or the erection of monuments to 
themselves. The people who oppose this 
radical sector, even to the extent of putting 
their bodies on the line, are more rightly 
known as conservatives. Following this 
logic, the more extreme the tactics one 
chooses to defend wild nature, the more 
conservative one would be.
Earth First! embraces all nonvio­
lent tactics, ranging from timber sale ap­
peals and lawsuits to tree spiking and 
turning bulldozers into boat anchors. As a 
decentralized, non-hierarchical movement, 
Earth First! is little more than the rallying 
cry of mature, capable adults who act at 
their own discretion and to the limits of 
their own conscience, to protect the re­
mains of Earth’s diversity and wildness.
Earth Firstlers have taken on a 
multitude of issues nationally; from condo 
developments in the habitat of an endan­
gered California butterfly, to oil and gas 
exploration on public lands to Interfering 
with the release of genetically engineered 
bacteria. Currently, their most visible na­
tional campaign is stopping the plunder of 
our national forests.
Six autonomous groups and 
countless individuals and small bands act 
throughout Washington under the Earth 
First! banner. One of these groups, Shuksan 
Earth First!, meets biweekly here in Belling­
ham.
While our primary issue is stop­
ping the logging of old-growth on the Mt. 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, we are 
involved in a wide range of activities, from 
protecting Fishtown to activism in British 
Columbia. This includes stopping the wolf 
kills imposed by the B.C. government.
Find out more about Earth First!, 
the conservative environmental group, by 
writing: EFI, P.O. Box 2962, Bellingham, 
WA, 98227 or P.O. Box 1731, Ferndale, 
WA, 98248.
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the Legal Fund would handle the forest 
practices permit.
“People are calling up the Legal Fund all 
the time on local issues. We showed that 
we’d do something. We started with local 
groups, then state, then national,” said 
Mills. “And if you know any attorneys 
who’ll work for free, grab them, because 
Scott Paper’s got lots of attorneys, and 
they don’t work for free.”
Mills also says he scans letters to the 
editor In local newspapers, and frequently 
contacts key people In other environmental 
groups to share iiiformation.
Looking back, Ancock still claims It was 
luck, but qualifies his statement:
“The fact that Baker Lake is a very 
popular fishing area helped. The fact that 
it had been two years since the Washing­
ton Wilderness Bill created the 15,000- 
acre Nolsy-Diabsud Wilderness right down 
to Scott Paper’s property line helped. ... 
Friends in high places helped.
“Friends of Noisy Creek was never trying 
to save the world. We were just trying to 
save one small drainage in the North 
Cascades, and we got lucky,” Ancock said.
Looking into the future, neither Ancock 
nor Mills are ready to let go of the Issue.
“There’s still the question of money. 
$2.5 million will not buy all of Noisy Creek: 
we’ll need another congressional appro­
priation. We only have half [of] the pie. 
And there’s still the question of a small 
hydroelectric project on Noisy Creek, pro­
posed by Puget Power.
“If people say, 'We won,’ and go home - 
- quit writing letters - there it’ll be: lost. 
And we sure don’t want to lose round two,” 
said Ancock.
The group plans to continue opposing 
any development of Noisy Creek. There 
are also the goals of designating Noisy 
Creek as Wild and Scenic, and designat­
ing the forest adjacent to Noisy Creek as 
wilderness.
The status of Noisy Creek will be 
studied by the State Shoreline Appeals 
Board at a public hearing Dec. 8 and 9 in 
Mount Vernon. For information about 
Whatcom County’s defense presentation 
orto make a statement, contact Greg Mills 
at 647-1687.
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FOR THE CHILDREN
The rising hills, the slopes
of statistics
lie before us.
the steep dint)
of everything, going up,
up, as we all go down.
In the next century 
or the one beyond that, 
they say,
are valleys, pastures, 
we can meet there in peace 
if we make it.
To climb these coming crests 
one word to you, to 
you and your children:
stay together 
learn the flowers 
go light
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